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REGIONAL AND LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES
ORGANIZATION OF THE ST. LUCIE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The QUARTERLY asked the Nestor of St. Lucie historical
minded pioneers, Mr. W. I. Fee, to tell us of the recent organi-
zation of their local society. He says:
“The St. Lucie County Historical Society took flight Novem-
ber 28, 1952, with sixty paid-up charter members. The secretary
says their ages are from eighteen months to eighty-one years.
“Regular meetings are set for the third Tuesday of each
month and the dues are $1.00 per year.
“The collecting of old-time relics has begun, and we’ve got
our eye on further treasured family heirlooms. These we plan
housing in a ‘Florida Reading Room’ to be annexed to our
fire-proof library on the fill facing Indian River, now under
construction.
“The officers are David M. Fee, president; Dewey Crawford,
1st vice-president; E. C. Collins, 2nd vice-president; L. W.
Halbe, treasurer; Clare Register, secretary; and Pearl Chew,
historian.”
The QUARTERLY and The Florida Historical Society wish them
good fortune and success. We are especially interested in the
local societies, for our State’s history is largely the sum of the
history of each section and locality. So it is a satisfaction to
know that the history of St. Lucie will be preserved.
Would that other areas which have a history fully as interest-
ing and as significant, and which is fast being forgotten, would
that they might see the light before it is too late.
TALLAHASSEE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The third program meeting of the season of the Tallahassee
Historical Society on March 12 was featured by a paper on the
exploits of William Augustus Bowles in the Tallahassee region
by Mrs. Margaret Key.
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The first of a series of tours of historic sites and buildings of
the area was conducted by the Society on February 15. More
than sixty visited the chosen places under the guidance of Dr.
Mark F. Boyd.
The present officers of the Society are: A. F. Rhodes, presi-
dent; Mrs. Margaret Key, vice president; Miss Mary Lamar
Davis, secretary; D. A. Avant, treasurer.
JACKSONVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
At the Program Meeting of the Jacksonville Historical Society
on February 18, Mr. D. Jordan Carrison, a past president, read
a paper on the Seminole War; Mrs. William Bours Young de-
scribed Harriett Beecher Stowe’s winter in Orange Park; and
Mr. Howard P. Wright, a son of General Marcus J. Wright of
the Confederate Army, told of the life of General Lunsford L.
Lomax, C. S. A.
THE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN FLORIDA
The forty-fourth Program Meeting of this Association on Feb-
ruary 25 was held in appreciation of the work of The National
Park Service, especially featuring the Everglades National Park.
Mr. Elbert Cox, Regional Director, of Richmond, Virginia,
came to make the principal address; and Mr. Dan Beard, Super-
intendent of our Park, who is known to most Floridians, intro-
duced Mr. Cox. Numerous colored slides were shown, and an
open forum on the parks and the Service, added to the interest
of the meeting.
The Association, in cooperation with the Miami Chamber of
Commerce, has compiled a six page “Historical Facts of Southern
Florida,” which, bearing the Association’s name, can be depended
on as authentic as well as interesting. Copies may be obtained
from the Chamber of Commerce.
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PENSACOLA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Pensacola Historical Society under the leadership of T. T.
Wentworth, Jr., its president, who is also a director of the Flor-
ida Historical Society, is more active now than in several years
past. Program meetings are held regularly on the third Monday
evening of each month in the Chamber of Commerce building,
and any one interested in the history of Pensacola and Florida
is invited to attend.
Since the account of De Vaca’s journey, given by James
Stewart Milner, noted in the last issue of this Quarterly, Mrs.
Frank G. Morrill has read a paper on Geronimo, the Apache
chief, and his band who were held in Fort Pickens for several
years in the 1880’s; Mrs. Blanche S. Presley had as her subject
the Episcopal Church in Florida and St. John’s Cathedral at
Jacksonville; and Miss Evanette E. Robinson told of the his-
torical narratives relating to Pensacola written by her sister Miss
Celia Myrover Robinson.
Mrs. Lola Lee Bruington conducted a tour through old St.
Michael’s Cemetery and pointed out with comment the note-
worthy graves, many of which are more than a century old.
The Fiesta of Five Flags, held annually in Pensacola, will
feature General Andrew Jackson at its next celebration at the
suggestion of Mr. Wentworth in talks made before several or-
ganizations in Pensacola recently.
HALIFAX HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Halifax Historical Society with headquarters at Daytona
Beach has held several Program Meetings and other celebrations
during the winter. At one Mrs. Caroline Cain Durkee read his-
torical selections from her latest work, “Sand Trails in Florida.”
In January there was a reception and exhibit commemorating
Comm. C. B. Burgoyne, an early and public-spirited settler. This
was followed in March by an exhibit of early automobiles:
“Golden Anniversary of Speed,” reminiscent of the races which
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made the Beach known throughout the speed world. On March
27 there was a celebration to commemorate “Discovery Day”
with an address by Mr. J. W. Gillespie of New Smyrna.
There has been no change in the officers of the Society as
listed in a recent issue of the QUARTERLY.
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